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• How far in advance do we need to contact a priest about our wedding? 
Archdiocesan policy asks that the priest or deacon who will be celebrating the sacrament be 
contacted 6-8 months prior to the wedding. This allows for enough time to complete the 
sacramental preparation, as it does take some time. Contact with a priest or deacon should 
happen soon after the engagement, even if it’s longer than the 6-8 month window. Once a priest 
or deacon is committed the date may be reserved on our church calendar. We will not book a 
wedding date without a committed priest or deacon celebrant.  

• What does our wedding preparation consist of? 
Wedding preparation is the preparation for both of you to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony, as marriage is a sacrament. Just like we attend preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, for example, it is good for us to be prepared to enter into the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony with another person. We want you both to be as prepared as much as possible for 
receiving this special sacrament, so that you will have a long and happy marriage together. You 
will be meeting multiple times with the priest or deacon who is preparing you, who is typically 
also the one celebrating the sacrament. Different topics are discussed so that both have a full and 
correct understanding of the Church’s teaching on marriage. In addition to these one-on-one 
meetings you will need to attend one of the following programs: In-Home Marriage Prep, 
Engaged Encounter, or Days for the Engaged. The priest or deacon doing the preparation will 
help you choose the option that is best for you. Visitation parishioners are asked to do the In-
Home Marriage Prep, as we have trained couples specifically for this. 

As part of this preparation, we expect the couples to pray together regularly, and to attend 
Sunday Mass together regularly. This helps to create spiritual intimacy, and to ensure that it is 
not neglected. We are composed of both a body and a soul, as men and women, and so both our 
bodies and souls are united when we enter into Holy Matrimony with another person. We want to 
help foster this spiritual union as much as possible prior to coming together as husband and wife. 

We also expect each couple to live chastely, as asked for by God, Jesus Christ, the Church, and 
outlined in the 10 Commandments. Single people are asked to live a chaste single life until 
marriage. It is not ideal if the couple is already living together, as if they are already married. 
Statistically this increases the chances of divorce. Nonetheless, living chastely can still be 
accomplished until the wedding. We protect our spouse from all harm. We should want to protect 
our future spouse from spiritual harm, including fornication, as our first duty to our spouse is to 
help get them to heaven, and not be an obstacle to their holiness.  

• What is the church cost for my wedding? 
For non-parishioners, we ask for $400. For parishioners, we simply ask for a donation in any 
amount. What does it mean to be considered a parishioner? A parishioner is one who lives within 
our church boundaries, or has been registered in the parish for at least 6 months. Payment is not 
needed to have a date reserved. We ask that the church donation be submitted by the time of the 
rehearsal at the latest.  
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For Visitation clergy there is no expected fee amount. We simply ask for a donation. If someone 
outside of our parish is doing your wedding please work that out with him regarding his “fee.” 

• What wedding times are available? 
You can book your wedding for any time, as long as it does not conflict with our regular masses, 
funerals, or anything else that might be on the calendar. For Saturday weddings, they can start no 
later than 2pm if during the day, or no earlier than 7:30pm if in the evening. This is so that it will 
not interfere with Confessions at 4pm and our Vigil Mass at 5pm. 

• What should we know about the wedding rehearsal? 
The day and time should be scheduled as soon as possible to be put on our calendar. They 
usually take an hour. All participants in the wedding should be present and on time. We do not 
have a wedding coordinator, so we ask the celebrant to conduct this. 

• Are there any dress restrictions? 
Nuptial Liturgies take place in church, which is a place of reverence and modesty, and should be 
treated as such, even by the clothes we wear.  

Brides & Bridesmaids 
The dress that is worn should point to the truth that you are a beloved daughter of God the 
Father, that your body reveals the mystery of your femininity to others, and you are a person to 
be loved and treated with respect and honor.  

The following applies to the bride, maid of honor, and brides maids. Dresses are to be knee 
length or longer. Dresses are not allowed to be too low cut, revealing any cleavage. Shoulders 
and backs should be covered. If low cut backs, strap less, or spaghetti strap dresses are worn, 
then shawls, or other garments must be worn to cover up. If these types of dresses are worn and 
you do not have anything to cover yourself up on your own, then we will cover yourself for you 
with anything we can find on hand, including paper towels, napkins, jackets, etc.  

Grooms & Groomsmen 
Attire that is worn should point to the truth that you are a chosen son of God the Father, that your 
body reveals your masculinity to others, and you are a person to be treated with respect and 
honor. 

The following applies to the groom, best man, and groomsmen. It is preferable that suit and tie 
be worn, which is becoming of the ceremony. The minimum to be worn are a button down shirt, 
slacks, and leather dress shoes. No shorts, sandals, flip flops, or other casual attire. 

• Does Visitation provide musicians? 
Yes, we do have trained liturgical musicians who are available to sing and play at your wedding. 
If you prefer anyone outside of our parish that is fine too. Please have them contact the pastor to 
be able to discuss all things related to music and the liturgy. We DO NOT allow recorded music 
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or any secular music to be sung, i.e. songs heard on the radio. Only songs fit for the Liturgy are 
allowed to be sung. If you would like for our musicians to play at your wedding please contact 
the Pastoral Center at (504)347-2203.  

• What is the policy for flowers, unity candles, and other decorations? 
Flowers are allowed, except during Lent and Advent. These are more penitential seasons, and 
decorations are to be minimal. The only exception during these seasons is if it falls on Laetare or 
Gaudete Sunday. Flowers are only allowed in Sanctuary where we usually have flowers on 
Sundays, that is, at the Mary Statue, and on either side of the tabernacle. They are not allowed in 
front of the altar.  

Aisle runners are not allowed. Unity candles, unity sand, or other things similar are not allowed, 
as they do not reflect a Catholic understanding of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Any other 
decorations need approval by the pastor. They are not allowed to be permanent in any way, and 
must be removed immediately after by the wedding party. Flower petals, rice, confetti, or thinks 
of the like are not allowed to be thrown or dropped onto the floor. Flower girls can carry flowers, 
but cannot drop flower petals.  

• What are the restrictions on photography? 
Photographers or videographers are not allowed in the sanctuary. They must be on the sides, so 
as not distract people from the liturgy. However, for the processions in and out they can be in the 
aisle or in front.  

• Are there other people we need to have for participation in the Nuptial Liturgy? 
Two witnesses are needed, who will also sign the marriage documents. These are typically the 
Best Man and the Maid/Matron of Honor. Readers will have to be selected to read the 1st 
Reading, 2nd Reading, and Prayers of the Faithful, if a deacon won’t be present. Gift bearers can 
be selected as well. All readers and gift bearers should be present at the rehearsal. Please talk 
with the celebrant about Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and  Altar Servers, if 
needed.  

• What is the policy regarding alcohol? 
Alcohol is not allowed in church. We will confiscate any alcohol if we see it. If anyone is under 
the influence, or if we smell alcohol on their breath, we will escort them out of church. This 
includes the bridal party. If the bride or groom is under the influence at the rehearsal or the 
wedding, the wedding will not take place, and will need to be rescheduled. We are not 
responsible for any cancellation fees from reception halls, etc. if this happens. Please keep the 
party at the reception hall. The Nuptial Liturgy is a time for prayer, communing with God, and 
witnessing a man and a woman wed themselves to one another for the rest of their lives. The 
celebration happens afterwards. 
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